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HARVEY REID 
[From a photograph taken in 1910] 



DOCUMENTS 

THE DIARY OF HARVEY REID: KEPT AT MADISON IN 
THE SPRING OF 1861 

With Introduction and Notes by Milo M. Quaife 

The war time diary of Harvey Reid possesses elements 
of permanent interest and value. Aside from this, however, 
it should have a special interest now, when we are still passing 
through the initial stage of another great war in behalf of 
human liberty and human rights. With the events and emo- 
tions of the past few months still fresh in mind, it is well to 
relive with our eager diarist the opening scenes of the Civil 
War at the capital of Wisconsin. Madison is an interesting 
city, with a rich and interesting history ; yet it would be impos- 
sible to select, from all its eighty years of life, a period more 
crowded with exciting events than were the three months of 
April, May, and June, 1861. Fortunately a bright and eager 
observer was at hand making his daily record of the thrilling 
life of this exciting time. 

Harvey Reid, the diarist, typifies the choicest product of 
our American civilization. It was not given to him to play a 
prominent role in the drama of his time. Instead, he belonged 
to the great mass of Americans, of whom, as individuals, 
posterity will retain no memory. But he was honest, indus- 
trious, and loyal, faithful to his country alike in military and 
in civil life. Although his education was limited to the dis- 
trict school, and to the ten-weeks' preparatory course at the 
University of Wisconsin covered by the diary, he retained 
a lifelong interest in educational affairs, laboring effectively 
for many years as school director and library trustee. His 
intellectual vigor is attested by the fact that after reaching 
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his sixtieth year he began and diligently pursued the study 
of geology. In the historical field two substantial volumes 
stand to his credit — a biography of Enoch Long, published 
by the Chicago Historical Society, and one of Thomas Cox, 
published by the State Historical Society of Iowa. 

Reid was born in Washington County, New York, March 
30, 1842, of Scotch-Irish ancestry. When two years of age 
he was taken by his parents to Wisconsin, the journey being 
made by way of the Erie Canal and then around the Lakes to 
Racine, which was reached in June, 1844. The elder Reid 
shortly removed to Yorkville, and several years later to Union 
Corners (now Union Grove) in Racine County. Thus Reid 
grew to manhood in pioneer Wisconsin, and became in the 
fullest sense a product of the Badger State. In 1859, at 
the age of seventeen, he began teaching school in an adjoin- 
ing district at a salary of twenty dollars a month. A second 
winter was passed in the same way (the summers being 
devoted to helping his father), and then, in the spring of 
1861, came the prized opportunity of ten w r eeks' schooling 
at the state university. How fully the young man improved 
it the pages of the diary reveal. 

Of the three room-mates in old North Hall from Union 
Grove, in the spring of 1861, Goldsworthy, Fuller, and Reid, 
only the first-named resumed his studies in the autumn. Reid 
again taught a winter term of district school in Racine County, 
and then followed his parents, who had removed to the new 
town of Shannon, Illinois. But in the summer of 1862, in 
response to Lincoln's call for "six hundred thousand more," 
he returned to Union Grove to enlist with a squad of boys 
from the old home neighborhood. Characteristic of the con- 
duct of the Civil War is the fact that of the twenty-four 
boys of the "Union Grove Squad," four died of disease, while 
but one was killed in battle. Reid enlisted at Racine. August 
7, 1862, in the Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry. The 
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close of the war terminated his service in June, 1865. During 
the war his father had removed to Sabula, Iowa. Following 
him thither, on being released from the army, Reid made his 
home in Jackson County, Iowa, until his death in 1910. He 
played a worthy, albeit quiet, role in life, and died sincerely 
mourned by the circle of his acquaintances. 

The Civil War papers of Mr. Reid were presented to the 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin a year ago by his 
daughter, Mary A. Reid of Des Moines. They comprise, in 
addition to the diary here printed, a voluminous correspon- 
dence during the term of military service, with parents and 
sisters at home. At the beginning of his service Mr. Reid 
formed the design of writing his home letters in the form of 
a journal, instead of keeping, as so many Civil War soldiers 
did, a formal diary. Because of this fact, and of the high 
order of intelligence and ability possessed by the writer, the 
letters constitute a valuable record, well worthy of publica- 
tion when the occasion shall offer. 

UNIVERSITY DIARY 
Mar. 22d. to June 26th. 1862 [1861] 

Friday, March 22, 1861. Started on the liy 2 o'clock 
train for Madison. Arrived in Clinton at 4 p. m. Waited 
20 minutes for the cars on the C & N. W. R. This road passes 
through the village of Shopiere and the city of Janesville. 
Arrived at Milton Junction about y 2 P ast 4 — t ^ en t°°k the 
train on the M & P du C R. R. & arrived at Madison about 
ry 2 O'Clk Went with J. G. 1 to Mr. Whites where he boards. 
Met Mr. Bradford 2 there. 

^ohn E. Goldsworthy, a student from Union Grove, who accompanied 
Reid to Madison and shared his room in North Hall, then used as a dormitory. 

2 Simeon S. Bradford, a member of the Wisconsin Assembly from Racine 
County. In his reminiscences Reid characterizes Bradford, who was for a time 
his teacher, as "a gentleman of excellent education, and a fluent, ready public 
speaker." Reid further states that he was descended in direct line from Governor 
William Bradford of Plymouth. Before coming to Wisconsin he had been princi- 
pal of an academy at Homer, Cortland County, New York, and had also published 
a paper there for several years. 
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Saturday 23. In the forenoon went to the Capitol where 
the Legislature was in session. Both the Senate and Assembly 
were in Committee of the whole on private and local bills. 
Was introduced by John to Mr Curtis, 3 one of the students 
in the University. In the p. m. went with Mr. Bradford to 
the State Historical Society's rooms, where there is a large 
library and many portraits, pictures, and curiosities. Also 
went to Prof. Sterling's 4 room, paid our tuition and room 
fees — $12.50 received tickets for our keys and for the library, 
and visited our rooms. 

Monday, March 25, 1861. On Sunday went to the 
Episcopal Church in the a. m. the rector Mr. Britton 5 
preached from Col. III. 2. In the evening went to the 
Baptist Rev. Dr. Brisbane. 6 

On Monday attended the University — Mr. J B. Parkin- 
son 7 is the tutor in the Prep. Dept. Commenced Algebra, 
Geometry & Latin. Our goods not having arrived on Satur- 
day eve, we must wait till this evening. We board with Mr. 
White in the meantime. In the Assembly at noon they were 
discussing the bill appropriating money to the Lady Elgin 
sufferers. 8 The bill was lost — Heard Bradford, D. H. John- 
son & Capt. Knapp 9 speak. 

Tuesday 26. Our goods arrived last night, but we could 
not get them then. They will send them to us today. It is 

3 Joseph W. Curtis of Madison. 

4 John W. Sterling, dean of the faculty and professor of mathematics and 
natural philosophy. His connection with the university lasted from 1848 until 
his death in 1885. He was in turn acting chancellor, vice-chancellor, and vice- 
president of the university. 

5 Rev. James B. Britton, pastor of Grace Episcopal Church at Madison from 
1855 until his resignation to become a chaplain in the Eleventh Wisconsin Infantry. 

6 Rev. W. H. Brisbane. He became pastor of this church in 1860, resigning 
at the outbreak of the war to become chaplain of the Second Wisconsin Cavalry. 

7 Prof . John B. Parkinson, now (1917) vice-president and emeritus professor 
of constitutional law of the university. 

8 The Lady Elgin was a steamer running between Milwaukee and Chicago. 
On September 8, 1860, the vessel was wrecked near Waukegan, as the result of 
a collision in the night-time with another vessel. The Lady Elgin had on board 
several hundred excursionists from Milwaukee, returning from a visit to Chicago. 
Of them all, only about 100 were saved. Among the victims were the editor 
of the New Orleans Picayune and his family, and the proprietor of the London 
Illustrated News. 

9 David H. Johnson was a member of the assembly from Bad Ax and 
Crawford Counties ; Gilbert Knapp, from Racine County, was the founder and 
first white settler of the city of Racine. His title of "captain" was won by long 
connection with the United States internal revenue marine service and by his 
naval rank during the Civil War. 
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raining and freezing all forenoon, settled with Mr. White — 
paid him $1.75 each — our freight & cartage cost 2.87. occupied 
our room in the p. m. In the Assembly at noon, the Personal 
Liberty repeal bill was under consideration but they were only 
voting on amend. &c. so we heard no speaking. It was passed 
in the Assembly. 

Wednesday 27. Went to the Capitol at noon the As- 
sembly were taking the final votes on the amendment to the 
Banking Law, It finally passed with only five dissenting 
voices. Several of the students visited us today, and invited 
us to attend their Societies, of which there are two — the 
Hesperian and the Atheneum. There appears to be con- 
siderable rivalry between them. The meetings are on Friday 
evening. John will stay with us tonight and probably always 
after this. 

Thursday, March 28, 1861. Bought 28 tickets for 
bread between us. Wrote a letter home describing our rooms 
&c. Went down town to the P. O. after 4. Nothing especial 
going on, but heard that the Legislature will hold an evening 
session. 

Went to the Capitol in the evening. Assembly in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, but soon had to rise on account of the 
noise and confusion, a number of private and local bills passed 
to a third reading and several of the same kind passed Brad- 
ford is going home tomorrow on a visit 

Friday 29. Saw the 2 wonderful clocks & the ther- 
mometer 10 this morning. Attended both Societies this eve- 
ning — went first into the Atheneum — they were discussing 
the question, "that the mentality of the sexes are equal." a 
spirited debate sprang up on a proposition to amend the ques- 
tion by inserting "mental power," instead of, "mentality." 
but it was lost. Heard Messrs. Norcross, Green & Salis- 
bury 11 & another whose name I do not remember speak. 

10 The allusion is to the inventions of John Muir, who was then a student at 
the university. For the story of his inventions, and of his life at the University 
of Wisconsin, see his The Story of My Boyhood and Youth (Boston and New 
York, 1913), chaps, vii and viii. 

11 Pliny Norcross of La Grange, George G. Green of Milford, and Augustus H. 
Salisbury of Oregon. Norcross was the first University of Wisconsin student to 
enlist for military service, and his example, says Professor Butler, "was followed 
by so many sons of Mars that the largest and best Greek class I ever had was 
sadly thinned out." Norcross returned to the university after his three months' 
enlistment had expired, but within a short time he again left school and raised 
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In the Hesperian they were discussing whether "the war 
of 1812 was justifiable on the part of the U. S." it was 
decided in the aff. John's name & mine were presented for 
admission. 

Saturday 30. After breakfast, about 8% O'Clock, Will 11 
& I went across the lake to the Asylum. Had considerable 
trouble in getting across a large crack in the ice in the middle 
of the lake. On arriving on the shore found that the Asylum 
folks were making sugar. An Irishman whom we found 
there took us immediately to the engine rooms, and showed us 
the gas works, — (retort & meter), the engines, a large wheel 
with fans for driving air into the principal buildings, the 
large force pump worked by steam, the laundry rooms, took 
us through the underground passage which leads between 
the two buildings. Found Uncle T. in the billiard rooms 
where a crazy half breed & two others were playing. Uncle 
T. looks quite healthy & appears somewhat better in mind 
than when he left home. He took [us] all over the building — 
let [ ?] into the ward in which he is — there we saw about a dozen 
insane some sitting, some walking back & forth the length 
of the hall, one lying down full length upon the floor, k 2 
curled up in the window; one was a man named Jones, who 
came from Racine Co. and had often been at U. G. He 
had sometime been injured by a thrashing machine & showed 
us a scar where one of his ribs had been taken out. One was 
a preacher's son, named Hall, he would speak to no one. One 
had a violin which he commenced playing shortly after we 
came in, and kept it up all the while we were there. 

Uncle T. showed us in this ward, the water closet, where 
opening the door caused water to run through the seats : the 
bathing room, the reading room where they keep the daily 
& other papers for patients to read. We were invited to 
take dinner with the help. Mr. Griswold the keeper, told me 
that Uncle T. has improved much; when he came there he 
was a great bore. After dinner we went into the cooking 
room where most things are cooked by steam. 

a company (Company K, Thirteenth Wisconsin Infantry), of which he was elected 
captain. In after life he became a prominent lawyer and business man of 
Janesville. Salisbury was graduated from the university in 1867. He became 
a physician and made his home in Minneapolis, where he died in 1893. 

12 William Fuller, from Union Grove, who boarded and roomed with Reid 
and Goldsworthv in North Hall. 
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We went out and visited the Indian mounds between the 
Asylum & the beach, several are in the shape of men, and one 
is a very accurate representation of a rabbit. We went 
around the lake going home and had a pretty hard time of it. 

Monday, April 1, 1861. Yesterday all 3 of us attended 
the Cong. Heard Prof. Butler 13 preach from John XVIII. 
38. Joined Prof. Conover's 14 Bible class in this church. In 
the eve. went with about 20 of the other students to hear Mr. 
Mason of the Universalist. His theme was the "mercy of 
the Lord/' and his discourse was strongly Universalist. 

To-day, after the regular routine of school duties, John 
& I went down tow T n about 5 o'clock so as to be at the depot 
when the cars arrived, & see if C. White came he did not 
arrive however, & we got home at 9 somewhat disappointed 
and verv tired John & I hired a P. O. box between us No. 
693. 

Tuesday 2. Went to the depot in the evening to meet 
Mr. Bradford if he came, but were disappointed. Received 
two letters from the Grove — one from C. & Billy White 15 
& one from Libbie. It is the first I have heard from the Grove 
since I have been here. Will also reed a letter. 

No news of importance. It has been quite warm & thaw- 
ing all day. 

Wednesday 3. The sun rose clear and warm after a 
frosty night, & as we were sitting by our open window, we 
were startled by loud & frequent reports, which resembled 
the discharge of cannon, but Will says it is the ice cracking 
on the lake. 

Went to the depot again to meet Bradford, but were again 
disappointed. Made arrangements to have bread baked by a 
woman near the Univ. 

Thursday, April 4, 1861. The forenoon passed without 
incident worthy of remark, except that when I rose in the 

13 James D. Butler, professor of ancient languages and literature, and librarian. 
He was a scholar of note in his day, who brought much distinction to the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin and, after his retirement to private life in 1868, to Madison. 

14 Obadiah M. Conover, professor of ancient languages and literature in the 
university 1852-58. After his withdrawal from this position he studied law, and 
spent the rest of his career as Wisconsin Supreme Court reporter. 

15 Charles J. White had been Reid's teacher in the Union Grove school. 
Writing forty years later the pupil speaks of him as "one who, to a marked 
degree, left the impress of his fine character and careful scholarship upon all 
of the young people who were so fortunate as to come under his instruction." 
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morning I had a very sore throat which I am afraid will 
trouble me. 

In the evening John & I again started for the depot to 
meet Bradford, but the cars having arrived before we could 
get there, we went to the Capitol to wait for him. He brought 
John's things and also some summer clothes & a letter for me 
from Sarah. I sent several of the Univ. catalogues to our 
Eastern friends 

Friday 5. By advice of Mr. Bradford I slept last night 
with a wet towel bound round my throat & this morning it is 
much better. Went down town after school, to the depot 
after the things which Mr. B. bro't & then to Mr. White's 
with John to get some of his things. Did not get back in 
time to be initiated into the Society tonight — attended both- - 
the Hesperian the most of the evening — The Hesp's dis- 
cussed, "Res. that a man should resist a law which his con- 
science tells him is morally law [wrong]." decided in aff. 
The Ath's. discussed "Res. That the character of Queen 
Elizabeth was worthy of emulation." I dont know how it 
was decided. 

Rained nearly all day & all of the evening 

Saturday 6. Commenced with a rain storm, continued 
with a rain storm, and ended with a rain storm, i. e. it rained 
all day incessantly, which kept us in the house all of the time 
until about 4 o'clock when John & I went down town to make 
some purchases & there learned that 19 Wis. banks had been 
"thrown out" & every bill I had ($8) was on them. 18 Wrote 
a long letter home, — or rather, wrote one & commenced 
another — 

Discredited money is worth 80 cts. 

Monday, April 8, 1861. Yesterday was a pleas n it lay 
again — Went with a large company of students to hear Prof. 
Butler preach, it being the last time he is going to preach for 

16 At the outbreak of the Civil War the currency of Wisconsin was secured in 
very large measure by the bonds of southern states. Never considered wholly 
safe in the financial world, these securities, as soon as hostilities between the 
North and the South began, fell to a third of their face value. Wisconsin bankers 
were unable to make good the depreciation, and the value of their currency 
reflected their embarrassment. On April 4, 1861, the bankers of Chicago resolved 
not to accept the notes of 40 of the 109 Wisconsin banks. On the following day 
the Milwaukee bankers rejected the notes of 19 of the institutions proscribed at 
Chicago. This affected the value of about $1,000,000 of the $4,500,000 of Wisconsin 
currency. Brokers in the state during the succeeding weeks purchased the 
discredited money at prices which rapidly sank to fifty cents on the dollar. 
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the present. His text was 1 Cor. XI, 22, and a capital dis- 
course. Mr. Bradford was with us in Prof. Conover's Bible 
Class. To-day is another rainy day The morning duties 
passed as usual, at 3 o'clock, we were invited by some of the 
boys to go to the City Hall & hear Geo. B. Smith 17 speak on 
a lawsuit between Bird & Morrison The suit involves 
$180,000. Mr. Morrison committed suicide last winter, it 
is said because he had perjured himself in the suit. He was 
the deft. Mr. Smith made a very able speech. 

Tuesday 9. The day passed as usual, i. e. a continual 
rain storm. About 5 o'clock, went down town, and learned 
by hand bills that Moses M. Strong would review a speech 
of Jno. Y. Smith, 18 in the Assembly Chamber to-night. Went 
to hear him — His speech was on the secession question, argu- 
ing against war and a very sound effort. 

A meeting was called after the speech & a resolution 
introduced favoring Pres. Lincoln & the war policy, which, 
after some talk pro & con, was laid on the table 19 

Wednesday 10. A pleasant day at last & the first one 
really I have seen since I have been in Madison. Was out 
with many others of the students playing on the green after 
school. Rec'd a letter from Couse & the Adv. from home. 

Thursday, April 11, 1861. Went to the P. O. about 
5 O'Clock and received a letter from Libbie. The "dis- 
credited Wis. money" is down to 75 cents in many of the 
stores. 

Rec'd a letter from Libbie 

Friday 12. is the day for the Prep. Rhetorical Exercises 
but our division does not come on this time. The declama- 

17 George B. Smith was born in New York in 1823 and came with his father 
to Racine, Wisconsin, in 1843. From 1844 until his death in 1877 his residence 
was at Madison. He was the youngest member of the first constitutional con- 
vention of the state, served as mayor of Madison several terms and several as 
state legislator, was attorney-general of Wisconsin for two years, and engaged 
in many other activities of a public nature. 

18 Moses M. Strong, author of a History of Wisconsin, had been since 1838 one 
of the leading public men of the territory and of the state. John Y. Smith had 
settled at Green Bay in 1828, and later at Milwaukee and at Madison. He 
served in the first constitutional convention and was for many years an influen- 
tial editor and publicist. Smith had made a speech denouncing secession and 
upholding the Union and the administration at Washington. Strong also 
denounced secession but argued that a union held together by force was worthless 
and that compulsion should not be resorted to to keep the South in the Union. 

19 By the chair, according to the State Journal's report of the meeting, which 
asserts that two-thirds of the audience voted against tabling the motion. 
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tions & compositions were very good. At 4 o'clock went 
down town. In the Assembly the} 7, were talking on the 
Normal School Fund bill — which was passed. Several bills 
were ordered to third reading. Went into the City Hall 
tower & saw the clock, which struck while we were there. The 
view of the city from this tower is the finest I have yet seen. 

In the Hesp. Soc. the question, "Res. that the U. S. ought 
to coerce the seceding states," was decided in the neg. 
Hostilities in the South comc'd at 4 this morning. 

Saturday 13. Visited this p. m. the Mendota Foundry, 
but there was nothing interesting going on. Went to the 
Capitol & found the Assembly taking an informal recess 
waiting for absentees. Mr. Bradford said he could go to 
the University now. We first went into the State Treasurer's 
room saw Mr. Hastings — went also into the Secretary of 
State's office, & into the wState Journal office where they were 
printing by steam machinery. 

Mr. Bradford visited our rooms & also saw Mr. Muirs 
clocks & other curiosities. 

Monday, April 15, 1861. Went to hear Mr. Taylor 20 
the new Cong, minister, yesterday. He is a good preacher 
but preached a doctrinal sermon from Heb. II. 12. Learned 
in Prof. C's Bible class that Spirit in the original means wind. 
Wrote a letter home for Mr. Bradford to carry. 

In the Geometry recitation to-day the door of the recita- 
tion room opened and an old man entered whom I immedi- 
ately recognized as Uncle Thompson. He said they had 
brought him over from the asylum to go home with Mr. B. 
but the Legislature had been reconvened by the Governor 
on acct. of the war news & Mr. B. could not go & he wished 
to go to Clinton to see Mr. Tinker, before he went home & 
would like to go right along I obtained permission to leave 
the class & accompanied him down town — sold my $5 bill for 
.65 cts. (but afterwards saw Mr. B. & bowd $3). carried his 
trunk to the depot and saw him safely off. Went with John 
into the country & got his straw bed filled & helped him carry 
it home, as we expected Charlie W. to-night. Went to the 
depot at lOVo p. m. but he did not come. 

20 Rev. Lathrop Taylor, pastor of this church from April, 1860, till January, 
1864. Except for these three years his forty-seven years of service in the pastorate 
Mere passed in Massachusetts and in Illinois. 
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Tuesday 16th. Charlie came on the 3:45 train to-day. 
He brot packages from home for each of us — my linen coat 
& shaving tools & a letter. We took him into the Hist. Soc, 
then into the Assembly, & saw Mr. Bradford, who came to the 
University & took supper with us The Legislature held a 
session this evening which we all attended. A Banking law 
was passed a part of the debate on which we heard in the 
Senate. 

Wednesday 17. Charlie heard the Algebra & Geometry 
classes & we also went to Prof. CarrV 1 room & heard part of 
his lecture on Coral. At noon John & I were excused from 
further recitations & went with C. down town, the Legisla- 
ture had adjourned & gone home. We found that books had 
been opened in the Gov. Guards Armory in the City Hall for 
receiving enlistments for the Southern army & that about 
Y2 a dozen of the Univ. boys had enlisted. 

The city is in a great military excitement 

Thursday, April 18, 1861. Found that there were seven 
of the boys enlisted yesterday — Curtis, Frost, Wyse, High, 
Norcross, A. G. Miller & Reed & Bull 22 — but High was not 
accepted being under 17. 

A meeting of citizens being called for tonight to provide 
for the maintenance of the families of those enlisting, we 
attended it at the Assembly Chamber, the chamber was 
crowded as full as they could stand, & the most enthusiastic 
meeting I ever attended. They commenced the meeting 
with singing the Star Spangled Banner, & then received sub- 

21 Ezra S. Carr, professor of chemistry and natural history in the University 
of Wisconsin from 1856 to 1868. He later served as professor in the University 
of California for six years and as superintendent of public instruction of the 
same state. 

22 Joseph W. Curtis of Madison, Lewis Frost of Madison, William A. Wyse 
of Sauk City, James L. High of Black Earth, Pliny Norcross of La Grange, 
Edward G. Miller of Sweet Home, Henry Reed of Union Grove, and James M. 
Bull of Middleton. Frost became a first lieutenant in the Twenty-third Infantry. 
High was graduated from the university in 1864. He enlisted in the Forty-ninth 
Wisconsin Infantry and attained the rank of adjutant. In later years he became 
a leading lawyer of the Chicago bar, being granted the degree of LL.D. both by 
his Alma Mater and by the University of Michigan. James Bull became lieutenant- 
colonel of the Fifth Wisconsin Infantry. Of him Professor Butler has said : "When 
this stampede [of the students to enlist] took place we were engaged in Xenophon's 
Memorabilia. My own pocket copy, Triibner's edition, I gave to James M. Bull, 
one of my most zealous pupils. It was his vade meciim throughout the war, 
and kept alive in him classical instincts. . . The American soldier found 
the notes of the Greek soldier a congenial manual." Bull returned to the uni- 
versity after the war and was graduated in 1869. 
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scriptions. Men would get up & offer various sums as they 
were able— $500, 400, 200, 100 50 25 & 10 $7,490 were 
subscribed altogether. The citizens then escorted the Gov. 
Guards to their Armory, under the marshalship of Gen. 
Atwood. 23 

Friday 19. In the Prep. Rhetorical Exercises this p. m. 
I read a composition — "America & Italy" — John — "The 
Discovery of the Mississippi" — & Will a declamation — "The 
true vigor in government." In the Hesperian Soc. tonight 
the question was, "Res. that expatriation is a natural right/' 
decided in the aff. While the Debate was going on, Curtis, 
Bull & Wyse, of the University Volunteers entered the room 
& were greeted with tremendous applause — After the Soc. 
had adjourned it was organized into a meeting, to express 
the feelings of the members on the war question, — Norcross 
having just entered was loudly called for & rec d with up- 
roarious cheering. The other volunteers, Bull, Curtis & 
Wyse also expressed their feelings in regard to the cause in 
which they had engaged, after which the principal members 
of the Society were called upon — Clawson, Allen, Ball, H. 
Vilas, M. Leahy, Parkinson Jr., 24 two from town — Brush 
& Lockwood, Wallace, 25 and another volunteer belonging to 

29 David Atwood, a native of New Hampshire, came to Wisconsin in 1847 
and became one of the leading newspaper publishers of the state. His military 
title was gained from his connection with the state militia. He served in the 
state legislature and for a short time in Congress. He died at Madison, December 
11, 1889. 

24 Phineas J. Clawson of Waukesha, Gideon W. Allen of Trempealeau, 
Farlin Q. Ball of Monroe, Henry Vilas of Madison, Michael Leahy of Port- 
land, and J. D. Parkinson of Georgetown. Clawson entered the army, where 
he rose to the rank of first lieutenant. In 1867 he was graduated from the 
university and thereafter followed the profession of law, making his home in 
Green County. He was at different times clerk of the circuit court, district 
attorney, and state senator. Allen was graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin in 1862 and, later, from the law school of the University of Michigan. 
The greater portion of his career thereafter was spent in Sturgeon Bay. Ball served 
in the army where he became a captain and a major by brevet. In 1865 he 
was admitted to the bar and later became a prominent lawyer and judo^e of 
Chicago. Vilas obtained his degree from the university in 1865, adopted the 
profession of law, and died in 1872 while still a young man. Leahy entered the 
army and rose to the rank of captain. In after life he served in the general 
assembly of Iowa and as Indian agent at La Pointe. Parkinson was graduated 
from the university in 1861; he became a lawyer in Kansas City and served 
nine years as judge of the twenty-fifth Missouri circuit. 

25 Washington I. Wallace of Baraboo. He was graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin in 1864 and later became a lawyer. At different times he 
served as member of the Missouri state senate, prosecuting attorney, and judge 
of the fourteenth Missouri circuit. 
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the Atheneans — E. G. Miller — spoke, & the enthusiasm was 
roused to the highest pitch. Then went into the Athenean 
where the same kind of exercises were being held, & heard 
Bull, Leahy, Ball, Church & Silverthorne 26 speak after which 
the meeting adjourned at 12^ o'clock with three rousing 
cheers for the University Volunteers. 

Sat. 20th. The boys held a meeting at 4 p. m. for 
the purpose of organizing a military company here, but as we 
went fishing, we could not attend. Curtis has left the Gov. 
Guards, having ree'd a letter from home forbidding him to 
go. Wrote a letter home. 

Monday, April 22, 1861. Got ready to go to the Presby- 
terian Church yesterday a. m. but it was so late when we got 
ready that we concluded not to go. Wrote a letter to Uncle 
Edward. In the evening went to the Baptist Church & 
heard Wm. Henry Brisbane, Jr., preach. Mr. B. is one of 
the volunteers in the war, & as he is going with his company 
this was his farewell sermon — His text was — St. Luke 22 :86. 
& his subject our duty towards our government. He is a mere 
boy and his sermon was not remarkably sound. He wore his 
military dress in the pulpit Attack on Ft. Pickens — news 
came 21st. 

22d. Meeting of Univ. Guards this p. m. at 4 o'clock, 
when we U. G. boys joined it. They are about giving it up 
however, as it is not likely that they can get drill master from 
town. Drilled a while on the grounds by Campbell, a volun- 
teer & Marsh, 27 a student. 

Tuesday 23. The Univ. Guards again met this p. m. & 
the committee appointed at the first meeting, having reported 
yesterday that they had been unable to procure the services 
of a drill-master or arms, but that there was a company of 
young men organizing down town in which the students 
would have the first chance in joining &c; they were in- 
structed at yesterdays meeting to ascertain the terms of enlist- 
ing &c. & report today. They reported that the Co. would 
be organized there, and the boj^s could join without expense. 
& the boys having nearly all previously joined it, the Univ. 

2(5 William W. Church of Madison and William W. Silverthorn of Oakland. 
Church was graduated from the university in 1805; he adopted the profession 
of law, and spent his later life in Missouri and Utah. 

27 Cary M. Camphell of Madison and George S. Marsh of Whitewater. 
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Guards were disbanded. The Volunteers will start tomorrow 
& it was voted that we go to the depot in a body and see them 
off. 

Wednesday 24. On going to the Geometry recita- 
tion at 11 O'Clock, John & I found that we were the only 
ones there the rest of the boys having gone down town to see 
the soldiers off. We also got excused then. & went to the 
Capitol Park, where we found the Artillery Co. with their 
guns, & both the Fire Co's preparing to accompany the 
soldiers to the depot. At % past 12 the procession started. 
The Madison Guards were accompanied by the German 
Turner Society, the Gov's Guards by a procession of citizens 
& the sidewalks were crowded with a dense throng the whole 
length of the procession. Arriving at the depot the soldiers 
were addressed by Judge Vilas, 28 & Gov. Randall 29 & the Star 
Spangled Banner was sung by Miss Susan Denin, 30 actress. 
Three cars were standing on the track which the soldiers filled 
about 10 minutes before the time of starting & then bid good- 
by to their friends, Norcross & Bull of the Univ. boys stood 
it well, but Miller, Wyse & Smith were much affected. The 
boys drilled down town this evening, but as we could not get 
our supper on time to go with them, we did not get there till 
they had got through. 

Thursday, April 25, 1861. All Wis. bills are refused 
today. I do not know yet how many will actually be thrown 
out It is said that a meeting of bankers will be held tomor- 
row to determine on their future course. I do not lose anj- 
thing. Received a letter from Couse yesterday with $1.25 
enclosed, being what I lent Rose. The boys had a drill again 
tonight but John <§ I did not attend 

Friday 26. In the Rhetorical Exercises of Division A 
this p. m. I was appointed Gen. Critic, not belonging to that 
division — The exercises consisting mostly of Compositions & 

28 Levi B. Vilas, at this time mayor of Madison. Already a man of prominence 
in Vermont, his native state, he came west in 1851, settling at Madison. Here 
he served at different times as member of the state legislature, mayor of the 
city, and regent of the university. One of his sons was William F. Vilas. United 
States senator and cabinet member. 

29 Alexander W. Randall, circuit judge and governor of Wisconsin, United 
States minister to Rome, and postmaster-general. 

20 The singing was done by Mrs. Kate and Miss Susan Denin, members of a 
theatrical company which was giving the play Joseph and His Brethren in 
Madison. 
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were generally very good. The best was by Black — "The 
Wrongs of the Indians." — The Athenean Soc. discussed — 
"Res. That the U. S. ought to coerce the seceding states" — 
Heard on the aff. Green, Heathcock, Wallace (called up) 
& Hall (sen.) on the neg. Holt, Black, High (called up) 
& Waterman 31 decided in aff. The Hesp. discussed "Res. 
that party spirit is beneficial to a country." Did not hear 
much of it. 

Saturday 27. Will, Muir & I. got a boat & went out 
on the lake this p. m. Lake quite rough. Row r ed over to 
Picnic Point & washed out our towels &c. then rowed around 
the shore to the west & goi back at sundown. Received a 
letter from Libbie. 

Monday, April 29, 1861. Went yesterday to the 
Presbyterian Church. Mi Green 5 is a very entertaining 
preacher — His text was from Ps. 104:34 Wrote a letter 
home in the P. m. From the Presbyterian went to the Cong. 
Church to engage in Prof. Conover's Bible class exercises. 

Went down town this morning with John to deposit letters 
in the P. O. & also went down town again in the evening. 

Tuesday 30. Bought some potatoes this morning & had 
them roasted for dinner — a rare treat — Received a letter 
from Sarah. 

Wednesday, May 1. Went to the depot at 5 o'clock & 
saw two companies of soldiers who have arrived to rendevous 
with the 2d Regiment at Camp Randall (the Fair Grounds) 
They were the La Crosse Light Guard & the Portage 
Light Guard. They were both partially uniformed & armed, 
& seemed pretty well drilled. They marched to camp, selected 
their quarters, then marched to the general mess room & par- 
took of a warm supper. 

Purchased a copy of the Wkly Journal & sent [it] home. 

" Oscar F. Black of Sextonville, George G. Green of Milford, J. Heathcock 
of Linden, Washington I. Wallace of Baraboo, Shadrach Azariah Hall of Eau 
Claire, C. Frank Holt of Kenosha, James L. High of Black Earth, and Frank 
Waterman of Madison. Waterman was graduated from the university in 1863 
after which he is lost to sight. Hall was graduated in 1861, and for the next 
three years was principal of the Eau Claire Seminary. During 1864-65 he served 
in the army, with the rank of captain. He later taught school in Wisconsin and 
Minnesota, and finally became a farmer in the latter state. 

82 Rev. William L. Green who came to this church from Kentucky in Septem- 
ber, 1856. ' ^ 
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Thursday, May 2, 1861. The Beloit Guards arrived to- 
day They are without uniform or arms but a very fine look- 
ing company. Followed them to the camp but there was 
nothing going on there. 

Before they came, Will & I went to the depot, expecting 
them but as they would not come for some time we walked 
on south from the depot & visited the ridge between Lakes 
Monona & Wingra This is a very high ridge & the top is 
covered with Indian mounds of all kinds & sizes. The Roman 
Catholic Cemet[e]ry is on the side hill, & we also visited it. 
Saw an Indian canoe in a dooryard on the way. Was told 
it belongs to Dr. Hunt. 

Friday 3. On awakening this morning found that it was 
raining smartly, & it continued to do so until about noon when 
it turned into snow & did not clear off until nearly evening. 
In the Rhet. Exercise today I declaimed the extract from 
Judge Story's oration, "Our duties to the Republic," Will 
read "Letter from Jef . Davis." John spoke "Men always fit 
for freedom" — Macauley — Going down town after school we 
learned that the "Belle City Rifles" 33 arrived this morning 
at 4. but we could not go to the camp after the late hour 
at which we returned — Athenean — Universal Suffrage ques- 
tion — Hesperian — Polygamy, laws against — 

Saturday 4. We all visited the camp this a. m. Saw the 
Belle City Rifles & was very much surprised at seeing Geo. 
Lincoln 3 * in the ranks. He is the only acquaintance with 
them. Fat Sheldon, 35 whom I have often seen before, was 
with them however. 

The Oshkosh Guards and the Citizens Guards of Fox 
Lake having arrived this P. m. went to the camp to see them. 
Staid till 8 O'Clock & had considerable difficulty in passing 
the guard. 

Sunday, May 5, 1861. Attended church at the Method- 
ists to day. Did not hear the name of the preacher. Text — 
Romans 14:7. Rained during the whole of the service & we 
had a fine run through the rain to the Cong. Church to 
attend Bible class. Visited the camp in the p. m. George 

88 The Belle City Rifles, from Racine, became Company F, Second Wisconsin 
Infantry. 

** George B. Lincoln of Racine, killed in action at Gainesville, Virginia, 
August 28, 1862. 

* William C. Sheldon of Burlington. 
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had been on guard most of the day. Were kept there by the 
rain until nearly dark. & thereby were again made prisoners 
of war. 

May 6th. Went down to camp again this p. m. Noth- 
ing of consequence occurred only that we were stopped by 
the guard again and had to be passed out by the corporal. 
They are very strict after 6 o'clock. 

Tuesday 7. John and I went down town after school, 
& Will went to Camp Randall. When we came back we 
went down there too, but were refused admittance as they 
had made a rule that no one should be allowed in after 6 
o'clock. While we were standing there, Will & George came 
to the gate and we shook hands with G. over the soldier's 
bayonet 

Wednesday 8. The Trigonometry Class in which Will 
is, procured the instruments to day and were practicing sur- 
veying. 

At 8 o'clock I went out with them and saw them take 
angles for measuring the height of University Hall. It 
proved to be 115.838 feet, if their work is correct. 

Visited the camp again, Mr. Durand was there, and after 
the soldiers supper the Bible [Belle] City Rifles were 
marched to the Fine Arts Hall hill and drawn up in a line 
to hear a speech from him. He endeavored to persuade them 
all to remain with the Co. as an order has been rec d that they 
must now enlist for 3 years or during the war, which many 
refuse to do. 

Thursday, May 9, 1861. Will & I procured a boat after 
school and went out on the lake to try & get some fish. After 
being out two hours we speared one little bull head which we 
gave to the owner of the boat and agreed to go out with him 
to night and furnish light for him to fish. Started at 8, was 
out till 10 & caught two fish both of which we gave the boat 
owner. 

Received a letter announcing the death of P. P. Taber. 

Friday 10. Our fishing excursion caused us to oversleep 
ourselves, and when there was a loud rapping at our door 
about 15 minutes before 6, it did not wake me enough to 
comprehend what it was; but in about V> an hour afterwards 
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Mr. Wildish 36 again came to our room and brot a box which 
he said a gentleman had left for me. I saw by the name on 
the box it was Seth Rice who had brot it from home. Thus 
by my sleepiness I missed seeing an acquaintance from XL G . 
John & I took a walk in the N. E. part of the town, past 
Gov. Farwell's Octagon house, & visited the Cemetery. 
Attended Society's meetings. 

Saturday 11. Nothing particular going on until eve- 
ning when the Hesperian celebrated the anniversary of the 
Dedication of their new Hall. Ball read a humorous poem. 
Baker declaimed "The Gray Forest Eagle/' and Allen 37 
delivered an oration. After these exercises, speeches were 
made by Profs. Butler, Sterling, Reed 38 & Parkinson, by a 
graduate, Hale, Hesperian, Ball, Vilas, Leahy, Tredway. 
Clawson, Stewart, & Athenean Hall. 39 

George Lincoln was present until about 9 O'Clock. 

Monday, May 13, 1861. Attended Methodist Church 
yesterday. Was too late to hear the text. Mr Yokem 
preached, attended Bible Class. Wrote letter home — took 
it to P. O. in the evening & attended Baptist Church. Was 
again too late to hear the text but Mr. Brisbane preached a 
very fine sermon. His subject was the natural depravity 
of man. 

Nothing happened on Monday worthy of note. 

Tuesday 14. This is Library day. Took out Vols. 1st 
& 2nd of Smithsonian Cont. to Knowledge, treating of In- 
dian Mounds & other American Antiquities. Had one of 
the same books last week which contained I. A. LapbtimY' 
account of the mounds in Wisconsin which was very inter- 
esting. Went to the P. O. but received nothing. Went into 

36 Charles H. Wildish of Waukesha. 

37 Farlin Q. Ball of Monroe, J. Stannard Baker of Hudson, and Gideon W. 
Allen of Trempealeau. 

88 Daniel Read, professor of mental, ethical, and moral science. He had served 
for many years as professor in the universities of Ohio and Indiana before 
coming to Wisconsin. From 1868-76 he was president of the University of 
Missouri. 

89 Thomas J. Hale of Madison, Isaac N. Stewart of Waukesha, J. Dwiarht 
Tredway of Madison, and J. G. Hall of Monroe. Hale was a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin, having received his degree in 1860. Stewart was 
graduated from the university in 1862. He entered the army and at the close 
of the war engaged in teaching, being for thirtv years a prominent educator of 
the state. Tredway was graduated from the University in 1863. 

40 See ante, p. 11. 
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the Assembly Chamber to try & find out if Mr. Bradford 
had come but he had not. The Chamber is all ready to 
receive its occupants tomorrow. 

Wednesday 15. Went to the Capitol at 3 O'Clk 
Assembly was in session, but almost immediately adjourned. 
Mr. Bradford has not arrived yet. As Will & I were Coming 
home again we were hailed from the opposite side of the 
street and looking up saw H. Foster, T. Graham & Alex. 
Adams 41 who have joined the B. C. Rifles in place of those 
who refused to enlist for three years, they told us that W. 
White was also with them & had [been] to the Univ. with 
G. L. to look for us. Went home & found them there. They 
left the Grove Sunday. 

Had a fish for supper tonight & borrowed Holt & Black's 
cooker. 

Wrote a composition for Friday. 

Thursday, May 16, 1861. Mr Bradford arrived on the 
4 O'Clk train this morning. He came to the Univ. at 7 & 
brot letters for all of us & told [us] there were pkges at the 
depot for us. Went & got them at noon & found there were 
cakes, pies, butter & a chicken, & a dressing gown for me, 
which, however, proved too large. Went to camp after 
school, and found that I Martyne & H. Ginty 42 were with 
the new recruits. 2 Zouaves were on the grounds (one, 
dressed in full uniform) who entertained the regiment with 
specimens of their drill. Went down town about 5, & met 
Mr. Bradford there. 

Fred ay 17. In the Rhetorical Exercises I read a compo- 
sition — "Political Parties" — Will a composition — "A Great 
Discovery" John obtained an excuse, as he expected his 
mother on the cars. After school we washed out the floor of 
our rooms, which took so long that, as we had to go down town 
for victuals, I did not attend the Society's meeting at all. 

Saturday 18. Mrs. Goldsworthy arrived at 4 O'Clk 
this morning. Went to the Capitol at 11, Assembly had 
adjourned & most of the members were drilling on the park 
under command of Capt. Emery 43 of Portage City. Went 

41 Henry B. Foster, Thomas Graham, and Alexander B. Adams. 

42 Isaac Martine and Henry B. Ginty. 

43 Harvey W. Emery, member of the assembly from Columbia County, later 
lieutenant-colonel of the Fifth Wisconsin Infantry. He died of disease at Lisbon, 
Ohio, October 13, 1862. 
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into the Senate they were debating a Banking bill & one 
to provide for volunteer's families. Heard Messrs Virgin, 
Hazleton, Quentin, Maxon, A. I. Bennett, Gill, Hutchin- 
son, and Worthington 44 speak. Sen, Worthington was Chn. 
of Com of the Whole when I first went in. At 7% attended 
their evening session, with G. L., T. G., & H. F., from camp 
Sen Cox Chn. of Com. Bill providing for Volunteer's 
families & the 6 Rgt bill were up. Heard Gill, Hazelton, 
Joiner, Quentin, 45 & another one speak 

Monday, May 20, 1861. Yesterday commenced with a 
heavy [rain] which continued till about 9 O'Clock when Billy 
White & Wm. Sheldon of Burlington came from Camp 
Randall. On account of the very wet weather and also be- 
cause our visitors did not wish to go I did not go to church 
in the A. M. & as it rained all P. M. I could not go then. The 
boys staid till nearly evening. John was at Mr. White's 
nearly all day with his mother. Wrote a letter home last 
night & sent it with Mrs. Goldsworthy today. Visited the 
Capitol in the P. M. but Legislature had adjourned 

Tuesday 21. Visited the Assembly Chamber this P. M. 
Assembly were in session, discussing the Military Bill ; more 
especially the provision for paying the soldiers, and requiring 
the war loan to be taken, in coin. Heard Judge Spooner, 
Messrs. Bradford, Warner Atw^ood, & Ramsey 46 speak. 

44 Noah H. Virgin, George W. Hazelton, Charles Quentin, Densmore W. 
Maxon, Alden I. Bennett, Charles R. Gill, Buell E. Hutchinson, and Dennison 
Worthington. Of these men Virgin came to Wisconsin in 1835. He served at 
different times in the territorial legislature and in the state senate and assembly. 
Maxon came to Wisconsin in 1843, made his home in Washington County (from 
1846), and served numerous terms in the senate and the assembly of the state; 
in 1865 he was the democratic candidate for lieutenant-governor. He died in 
California in 1887. Gill came to Wisconsin in 1856 and opened a law olice in 
Watertown. In 1860 and 1861 he was the youngest member of the state senate. 
He enlisted as a private in the army and rose to the colonelcy of the Twenty-ninth 
Wisconsin Infantry. From 1866 to 1870 he was attorney-general of the state. 
Hutchinson came to Wisconsin in 1848 and settled at Prairie du Chien. He was 
admitted to the bar and in 1856 was elected to membership in the state assembly. 
In later years he lived successively in South Dakota and in Chicago. Worthington 
settled in Waukesha County in 1847. He served in the assembly and from 1855 
to 1861 in the senate. The remainder of his active career was devoted to the life 
insurance business at Madison. 

^Charles B. Cox, Lemuel W. Joiner, and Charles Quentin. Joiner came to 
Wisconsin in 1845. He served several terms in the state assembly and senate. 
He died at Wyoming, Wisconsin, October 22, 1886. 

^Wyman Spooner of Walworth County, Jared Warner of Grant, David 
Atwood of Dane, and William H. Ramsey of Ozaukee. Spooner, a native of 
Massachusetts, came to Wisconsin in 1842, settling first at Racine end then at 
Elkhorn. He served for many years as probate and as circuit judge, and a 
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After the adjournment went to the camp, & returning to 
the Univ. took a bathe in the lake. 

Wednesday 22. The Sophs & Freshs got a rich joke on 
the Seniors this morning. They had bills printed last night 
composed in Artemus Ward style, purporting to be an adver- 
tisement for their lost cushions, and this morning they posted 
[them] in the most conspicuous places around the University 

6 down town. Went to the Capitol immediately after school. 
The Assembly were engaged in a very animated discussion 
on a proposition that the enlistments should be divided pro- 
portionally among the Cong, dists. It was lost. I went with 
Mr. B. to Camp k witnessed the dress parade of the Regt. 
John & I subscribed for the State Journal for 3 mos. 

Thursday, May 23, 1861. The Assembly this P. M. 
were discussing a banking law, but it not being interesting 
I did not stay long. Went to the Post Office & from there 
to the Journal to read the news. They keep there a file of 
all the City dailies free to the public. 

Friday 24. Mr. Bradford visited us in our rooms at noon 
today. He said the Milwaukee Zouaves, having arrived at 

7 O'Clock this morning would drill at 2%. and the Legisla- 
ture had adjourned to witness it. He attended our Latin 
recitation & then we all went down to camp with him. The 
Zouave maneuvers proved very interesting & we staid till 
the troops went to supper at 5*4 O'Clock, then went to the 
P. O. George was on guard at the gate. Judge Larrabee, 47 
being on the grounds was pointed out to us by Mr. B. 

Saturday 25. Went to the Capitol at 11 O'Clock. The 
Senate had under consideration the war loan bill, which origi- 
nated in the Ass. 15 amendments adopted by Sen. 3 of 
them non-concurred by Assem. 2 receded from by Sen. & 
the 3d. was that the loan should be taken & soldiers paid in 



number of terms in the senate and the assembly. He was at one time speaker of 
the assembly and at another time president of the senate, and beginning in 1863 
was three times elected lieutenant-governor of the state. He died November 18, 
1877, in his eighty-third year. 

47 Charles Hathaway Larrabee. He came to Wisconsin in 1846 and the 
following year served in the second constitutional convention of the state. He 
served as circuit judge for a number of years and from 1858-60 was in the national 
House of Representatives. He entered the army shortly after Fort Sumter was 
fired on, and before ill health compelled him to retire rose to the rank of colonel. 
Upon leaving the army he removed to the Pacific Coast, where he met death 
in a railway accident in January, 1883. 
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coin. Sen. Gill moved that the Senate adhere to this amend- 
ment. A. I. Bennett said this was unusual & would be very 
discourteous to the Assem. as no Com. of Conference could 
be appointed if it were adopted. Sen. Hutchinson moved to 
amend that they insist instead of adhere. After warm dis- 
cussion by Gill, Maxon, & Joiner, & Virgin, Hutchinson, 
A. I. Bennett & Hazelton it was carried that they adhere. 
On coming up in the Assem. this action of the Sen. was 
denounced by Frisby, Webb, Atwood, Spooner, D. H. John- 
son & Hicks 48 & the Assem. insisted on their non-concurrence 
& asked a Com. of Conference, which was granted by the 
Senate & they proposed a bill which passed. 

Monday, May 27, 1861. Attended the Cong. Church 
yesterday. Mr. Taylor's Text was John III. 7 & 1. 13., Also 
attended Prof. C's Bible Class, Mr. Bradford was also there. 
In the P. M. the wind blew from the South a perfect gale. 
Wrote home & sent the letter with Mr. Bradford. 

To-day went to the depot at noon to see Mr. Bradford off. 
After school went to the camp. The exercises on evening 
parade are changed today. Saw the maneuvers gone through 
with by Capts. Strong's & Randolph's Cos. 49 united but could 
not wait until the regular parade 

Tuesday 28. Nothing worthy of note transpired to-day. 

Wednesday 29. Seth Rice visited us today on his return 
from Richland Co. where he has been about three weeks. 
The train on which he came does not stop at the station 
(Stoughton) where he wishes to stop & he therefore lays 
over at Madison till the 4 o'clock train tomorrow morning. 

He arrived about 4 o'clock & soon I went to the camp 
with him & we staid till after the evening parade. The exer- 
cise at this time now is — the companies form in line with their 
arms, come to parade rest. The band plays a tune & marches 

^Leander F. Frisby of Washington County, Henry G. Webb of Waushara, 
and Franklin Z. Hicks of Iowa. Frisby came to Wisconsin from Ohio in 1846. In 
1850 he opened a law office at West Bend, where he continued to practice for 
thirty-one years. He served as attorney-general of Wisconsin from 1882 to 1887. 
Hicks, a native of New York, came to Grant County, Wisconsin, in early life 
and engaged in lead mining. He served several terms in the territorial legislature 
and in 1846 as a member of the first constitutional convention of the state. 

48 Company F, Second Infantry, Capt. William E. Strong of Racine, and 
Company H, Second Infantry, Capt. Julius F. Randolph of Madison. Strong rose 
to the rank of brigadier-general during the war; Randolph was killed in action 
at Gainesville, Virginia, August 28, 1862. 
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in front of the regiment the whole length of the line & back 
again — the gun is fired and the flag comes down — The Adj. 
announces to the Col. "the Parade is formed" The Col put 
them through the Manual. The Sergeants report they 
are dismissed. 

Thursday, May 30, 1861. Got up before 4 o'clock this 
morning to see Mr. Rice off. As we were sitting in our room 
at noon, the door opened and Charlie White entered without 
any previous announcement even the ceremony of knocking. 
After attending our Latin recitation we went with him to 
the camp. He had not previously heard that Billie was 
here. We staid till after parade & then John & I went down 
town purchased some meat, & when we got home borrowed a 
cooker & had a warm supper. 

Friday 81. As we could not prevail on Charlie to stay 
here until Monday we obtained excuse from recitations today, 
hired a boat and went over to the Asylum with him. Visited 
all the places we had seen when there before and also were 
shown into the lower ward, and women's ward. The wind 
having risen & blowing from the S. W. — almost directly 
ahead — we concluded it would be impossible to row 4 back 
in the small boat which we had, so John & Charlie went round 
the lake afoot and Will & I rowed across. We went first to 
Sugar Bush point, where sheltered by the point, from the 
wind we tried to catch some fish but did not succeed. After 
starting for home the wind blew so hard that we could not 
make an inch headway but a rain coming up the wind ceased. 

Saturday, June 1. Charlie went home at 10 o'clock last 
night, via Milwaukee. 

John & I took our hooks & went on the R. R. bridge to 
fish but could catch nothing. But Will & I went out with a 
Dutchman in the evening and speared 7 in all — 1 pickerel, 
1 sucker, 2 bass & 3 bull heads. We took the sucker and 
pickerel & had them for dinner the next day. 

Sunday, June 2 d Attended the Presbyterian Church 
today & Prof C's Bible Class. Mr. Green had one of the most 
interesting sermons I ever listened to. He had four texts — 
Lev. X. 1. 2 & 3. The other three I have forgotten. Wrote 
a letter home in the P. M. 
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Monday, June 3, 1861. Going down town at noon today 
we learned by the dispatch on the Patriot bulletin board & 
by the crape hung around some of the stores, the sad intelli- 
gence of the death of Judge Douglas. 50 All of the flags in 
the city are at half mast and cannon are being fired every 
half hour till sundown at the Capitol & at Camp Randall. 
A meeting of the citizens was called for tonight, which we 
attended. Gov. Randall was appointed Ch'n & made a very 
affecting & pertinent speech. A committee was appointed 
to draft resolutions & speeches were made by E. A. Calkins, 
G. B. Smith, L. P. Harvey, M. H. Orton,— Gregory, & Col. 
Fairchild, & Chauncey Abbott. 51 

Tuesday 4. Went to the camp after school, to witness 
the parade. The boys say that a telegram was rec'd by Gov. 
Randall today from the Sec'y of War ordering the 2d & 3d 
Regt's. to Wash, as soon as they can be got ready, and they 
will probably go Monday. They have commenced having bat- 
talion drills today but, as they occur at three o'clock we can 
never see them. The flags are still flying at half mast and 
the com officers all wear crape on their left arms for 10 days. 

Wednesday 5. An accident occurred on the R. R. last 
night. An axle of a freight car broke in crossing the bridge 
over the lake, threw the train off the track, and tore up the 
track and ties for some distance. It was a very dangerous 
accident as it occurred on the open bridge over quite deep 
water; but, fortunately, no one was injured. We finished 
the review of Geometry today, and now take propositions 

ro Stephen A. Douglas, famous Illinois senator and statesman. 

51 Elias A. Calkins was editor of the Madison Argus and Democrat, and one 
of the leading newspaper publishers of the state. In 1861 he entered the army 
as major of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, having declined a commission as colonejL 
After the war he resumed the newspaper business and at the time of his death 
in 1904 was an editorial writer on the Chicago Chronicle. L. P. Harvey was gover- 
nor of the state from January 6 to April 19, 1862, his career being tragically cut 
short by drowning while engaged in a mission of succor to Wisconsin's soldiers 
wounded in the battle of Pittsburg Landing. Myron H. Orton was born in New 
York in 1810 and came to Wisconsin in 1849, settling first at Milwaukee and a 
few years later at Madison. He was a lawyer by profession. He died at Madison 
in 1860. .Tared C. Gregory was born in New York in 1823 and died at Madison 
in 1892. He served for twelve years as a regent of the University of Wisconsin 
and from 1880 until his death as a curator of the State Historical Society. 
Jairus C. Fairchild came to Madison from Ohio in 1846. Two years later he 
became the first treasurer of the state of Wisconsin, and in 1853 failed of election 
to the governorship by only two votes. From the time of his first coming to 
Madison until his death in 1862 he occupied positions of prominence in the 
city and the state. 
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promi[s]cuously anywhere in the book so as to be more thor- 
oughly prepared for examination. We also commence today 
to review Latin. Went to the P. O. after school. 

Thursday, June 6, 1861. Visited the camp this evening 
during parade. Heard that they nearly had a mutiny last 
night. The sentry at the gun challenged the ''grand rounds" 
when the officer not giving the countersign right he pricked 
him with his bayonet when his gun was snatched away from 
him and he "pitched in" to the officer with his fists for which 
he was put into the guard house, which the Capt. of his comp'y 
( La Crosse ) having heard, he ordered him to be taken out ; 
that not being done he ordered his company to charge bayo- 
nets & the whole reg't being roused they broke into the g. 
house & released the man & also all other prisoners who were 
there. 

Friday 7. There were no Rhetorical Exercises today, 
as in the two weeks before examination students are supposed 
to be preparing for that event and cannot perform this extra 
duty. "Got stuck" on a sum in Algebra today, but mean to 
stick to it till I get it out. 

Went down to the P. O. after school 

Saturday 8. The ladies of Madison gave the soldiers 
a picnic today. The tables in the "Operative Machinery" 
room were spread with bread, butter pies, cakes & sweat- 
meats, to which the boys did ample justice after which came 
speeches, music by the brass band, singing of Star Sp. Ban- 
ner, and dispersion. The parade was formed almost imme- 
diately after the supper and all present witnessed it. Rec'd 
letter from home enclosing a "Programme of Commencement 
of Ind. Univ." from Willie Reid. 

Sunday, 9th — Rev. Mr. Britton (Epis.) held a service 
on the camp at 9% A. M. He preached a patriotic sermon 
from the 12th chap of Kings. Attended Bible Class k 
Mason's in evening. 

Monday, June 10, 1861. Went to camp in the evening 
& there learned that Mrs. Graham & Mrs. St. George had 
been there today to see their sons ; also while we were there 
Cap. Strong told his men that 50 of them could go home that 
night to see their friends before starting for "the wars." 
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T. G., T. St G., 52 and W. White were among the no. who 
obtained permission to go. Geo. L. got out of the camp, & 
Will & I went with [him] to Father Norris' to get the women 
to go home with their boys, but when we arrived at the depot 
we learned that an order had come from the Adj n Gen. for- 
bidding their going at this time. 

Tuesday 11. Obtained excuse from Geom. recitation 
and went to the camp to see if the boys are going today. 
They cannot go as they are being mustered in to the U. S. 
service. Mrs. G. & St G. were there when we arrived at the 
camp & went home at 1 O'Clock. Staid at the camp till 5 
o'clock to see the ceremony of mustering in the troops by 
Capt. M c Intyre of the U. S. Infantry. 7 companies took 
the oath today. 

Wednesday 12. We were all excused from Latin reci- 
tation, and visited Madison High School. The teacher, Miss 
Cowes, 63 seemed unprepared for visitors, and the afternoon 
session being a short one we heard but two recitations, ( read- 
ing & Philos[o]phy) of which the Philosophy (not being a 
regular recitation at that hour) was rather poorly recited. 
There were but three boys in the room, the school consisting 
principally of girls. 

Received a letter from Libbie 

Thursday, June 13, 1861. Visited the camp in the 
P. M. Two squads (14 & 18) have gone home from the 
B. C. Co. but the U. G. boys were in neither of them. The 
parade tonight was drill & uninteresting, so many of them 
having gone home. 

Finished review of Geometry today and take original 
propositions for remainder of the recitations. 

Got the key from Dr. Carr & visited the Mineralogical, 
Geological & Natural History Cabinet, with Will & Holt. 

Was much interested in some of the curiosities to be seen 
there. 

32 Thomas Graham and Thomas St. George of Racine. 

33 Miss L. L. Coues. Because of lack of funds the board of directors early in 
1861 suspended indefinitely the public high school. Miss Coues thereupon proposed, 
if the board would grant her the free use of the building and equipment, to 
maintain a high school free of expense to the board, on a tuition basis. After- 
ward the arrangement was modified so as to make the school one for girls only. 
Such, for two years, were the high school facilities afforded the young people 
of Madison. 
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Friday 14. By invitation of the boys we took supper at 
the camp this evening and were were well pleased with the 
fare. There is some prospect of the boys going home to- 
morrow. The regiment will probably start for the east Tues- 
day. 

Finished the review of Latin today, and now the class 
is going to try and get through Liber Tertius by Tuesday. 

Attended the Society's meetings. The Hesperian dis- 
cussed the property qualification question, and the Ath's 
"That the legal profession presents greater inducement than 
the others" The A's elected officers for the ensuing term — 
Griswold, Presd. Silverthorne, V. P. Fallows, 54 Secy. Holt. 
Censor. 

Saturday 15. On visiting the camp at 9 O'Clk found 
that another squad had been made up to go home, and Geo. 
L. & T. St G. were among them. Went back to our rooms 
and wrote letters to send by them. 

At 4 O'Clk, Billy W. came to our rooms & said that he, 
T. Graham & Alec. Adams had also got furloughs and were 
going home on the 10 o'clk train, expecting to hire livery 
from Milwaukee. Went with Billy down town where he got 
his picture taken and the boys ate supper with us. 

Sunday 16th. — Heard Mr. Green preach & attended 
Bible Class — Prof. C. was not there & Mr Dudley took 
charge, which made it very dull. 

Monday, June 17, 1861. Went to G. B. Smith's law 
office to see if he would deliver the address at U. G. on the 
4th. He was not in; but his student (Mr. Bird) told me 
tha[t] his engagements would prevent his accepting the invi- 
tation. Then wrote a letter to "Pump Carpenter" 55 for the 
same purpose, as he is now living on his farm 6 miles from 

84 Milton S. Griswold of Waukesha and William Fallows of Hanchettville. 
Griswold was graduated from the university in 1863, became a lawyer, and 
practiced first at Madison and later at Waukesha, where he served at different 
times as county judge. For an interesting account of his pedagogical proclivities 
while at the university, see John Muir's Story of My Boyhood and Youth, 280-82. 

55 Stephen D. Carpenter, locally prominent as editor, publisher, and inventor. 
He located in Madison in 1850 and thereafter for many years was intermittently 
engaged in the printing and publishing business. In 1853 he invented a pump 
which is said by one authority to have brought him $35,000. Among other 
inventions of his were a power-press, a voting-machine, and a type-setting 
machine. He claimed to have invented the first mechanical knotter for binding 
grain. In later life his prosperity departed. He died at Carthage, Missouri, in 
October, 1906. 
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the city. Attended the panorama of Dr. Kane's Arctic 
Expedition & was much pleased with it. 

Tuesday 18. After school Will and I went with Frost 
across Lake Monona to his home, where we were treated to a 
warm supper, strawberry shortcake and strawberries & cream. 

There is an encampment of Indians near by which we 
visited. There were two wigwams, in which or near by were 
5 men, 4 squaws, & 7 children. 

We also saw a young man & 2 boys in a canoe when com- 
ing down. There were two canoes in the river close by and 
Frost & Will got into one which came very [near] upsetting 
as it requires much practice to get used to them. 

Picked up some clams in the lake & cooked them when 
we got home. The soup was very good but the clams were 
tough. 

Wednesday 19. Examination commences today. At 9 
O'clock & until 11, the Senior Class was examined by Prof. 
Read on International & Constitutional Law. This was by 
means of lectures by members of the class on different sub- 
jects connected with this study and proved very interesting 
From 11 to 12 Prof. Sterling's class in Analytical Geometry 
was examined. This was "all Greek" to me, but the students 
seemed to understand the subject well especially as it was 
one of last term's studies. Between 3 & 4 o'clock attended 
Prof. Butler's class in Homer's Iliad. M c Mynn 56 was pres- 
ent at this examination. From there we went into Prof. 
Read's room where the Seniors were examined on Political 
Economy. Rec'd a letter from home. 

Thursday, June 20, 1861. Went down to camp at 8 
o'clock to see the boys off. The Belle City Co. (Co. F.) was 
in the "Operative Machinery" room, having just got there 
haversacks filled with provision. The regiment soon after 
formed on parade & were ordered by the Col. to repair to 
the pumps & fill their canteens; which being accomplished 
they formed in front of the speakers stand and were ad- 
dressed by Gov. Randall. They then marched to the cars, 

86 John G. McMynn, noted Wisconsin teacher and educator. He came to the 
state about the year 1848, settling first at Kenosha and then at Racine. He served 
as manager of the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company, regent of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, superintendent of the Racine public schools, and state 
superintendent of public instruction. During the war he rose to the colonelcy of the 
Tenth Wisconsin Infantry. He died at Madison in June, I POO. 
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which had been run down to the camp ground and filled two 
trains one of 11 & the other of 13 cars. We stood near the car 
which the Racine Co. entered and shook hands with all the 
boys as they passed. 57 Attended Prof. Carr's examination 
of the Chemistry class from 2 to 5 P. M. 

Friday 21. Went strawberry ing nearly all forenoon, 
and in the afternoon attended Dr. Carr's examination. This 
exercise like his recitation consists of lectures by the students 
on subjects which the Dr. himself has previously discussed 
before the class. This P. M. was devoted principally to 
Geology, and, although the boys had only since last night to 
prepare their subjects, they were w r ell handled both as ora- 
tions and as recitations Visited Camp in the evening. 1 Co. 
of the 5th. Regt. has arrived (from Waukesha). The men 
are rather small but the Co. is well officered and present a 
pretty good appearance. In the Ath. discussed whether the 
time devoted to the Classics in College could not be better 
employed — Decided affirmative 

Saturday 22. Went to the depot at 1 o'clock to learn 
the arrangement of trains &c. preparatory to going home. 
From thence up town — we visited the Jail. There are only 
about a dozen prisoners there now, much less, they told us, 
than usual. One had his feet in irons having been attempting 
to break jail lately. Three of them were crazy. 

Sunday 23 d — Went to the Catholic Church this morning 
at 9, but the first mass was nearly over when we got there & 
as we did not know they would have another, we saw but little 
of their proceedings. Attended the Episcopal Church & 
Prof. C's Bible Class. The Baccalaureate Sermon was 
preached by Prof. Butler in the Univ. Chapel at 4 P. M. 
His text was Sol. Song 4 :4 & his sermon, or rather lecture, 
the finest I ever heard. 

'"Thus the first of the seventy thousand soldiers who were to pass through 
Camp Randall during the next few years departed for the war. Of this fare- 
well, and the further record of the regiment Reid wrote in old age as follows: 

"On the twentieth day of June, the entire student force of the university 
formed part of the throng which assembled at the railroad depot to witness 
the departure of that gallant regiment, which was destined, before the return 
of its remnant to the state, to earn the proud but sad record of losing in battle 
more men in proportion to its numbers than any other regiment which fought 
on either side among the great hosts engaged in the tremendous struggle. That 
twenty per cent of its entire enlistment fell dead on battlefields during three 
years' ^rvice cannot, indeed, be said of any other regiment of any nation in modern 
times. 1 ' 



